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Enjoying International Opportunities  

The Trefoil Guild is a founder member of the International Scout and Guide 
Fellowship (ISGF) in the same way that Girlguiding UK is a founder member of the 
World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (WAGGGS).

This opens the way for all Guild members to continue to enjoy the experience of 
belonging to a worldwide movement by:

¶ being aware of the aims and work of ISGF
¶ participating in ISGF events and making friends in other countries
¶ promoting the ISGF Development Fund and Fellowship Day
¶ trying to make contact with local Guilds when travelling abroad
¶ twinning your Guild with an overseas Guild
¶ offering hospitality to overseas visitors attending guide camps
¶ offering to help with guiding events
¶ offering to test International badges
¶ sponsoring girls/Leaders attending international events and asking them to 

talk to your Guild on return
¶ making up a group to visit a world centre and telling others about it 

afterwards 
¶ sharing in local Thinking Day and other international events
¶ subscribing to Our World News from WAGGGS 
¶ becoming a ôFriendõ of one or more of the World Centres. Details from 

WAGGGS website  

Living Abroad?  

There are two ways of becoming or remaining a member of The Trefoil Guild while 
living abroad.  

a) Join (or form) a Guild overseas, registered as a Trefoil Guild in Foreign 
Countries

b) Join Trefoil Guild in Foreign Countries  ð see Chapter 11

Both groups receive a quarterly newsletter from the International Correspondent 
and a copy of The Trefoil. They pay the normal subscription, plus a contribution to 
postage to the Trefoil Guild Ofþ ce.
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The International Scout and Guide Fellowship (ISGF)

The International Scout and Guide Fellowship is a worldwide organisation for 
former Scouts and Guides who feel that the ideals of Scouting and Guiding should 
continue to be implemented in an adult context. It provides opportunities for 
members worldwide to meet others with similar interests and values, as well as 
to cooperate with them in various projects and activities. The Trefoil Guild is a 
founder member of ISGF, and all Trefoil Guild members are automatically ISGF 
members.

The aims of ISGF are to encourage adult Scouts and Guides:

a) Personally to keep alive the spirit of the Promise and Law
b) To bring that spirit into the communities in which they live and work
c) Actively to support Scouting and Guiding in these communities

The World Committee is the executive body of ISGF and in 2008 was 
composed of 10 members elected by the World Conference from recognised 
member organisations. It is responsible for implementing decisions made at World 
Conference meetings. Every three years, a World Conference is held to allow 
all members the opportunity to meet and decide its policy and its work for the 
following three years. All members of the Trefoil Guild are entitled to attend this 
and all other ISGF Conferences and Gatherings. In 2011 the World Committee will 
þ nally be reduced to eight members.

In the years between World Conferences, Regional and Sub-Regional Conferences 
and Gatherings are held. The United Kingdom belongs to the European Region. 
Information about these events is published in The Trefoil and on the ISGF website. 
Trefoil Guild International Advisers have details about these events well in advance 
and Trefoil Guild members wishing to attend can obtain application forms from 
them or County International Advisers.

A newsletter is published regularly with up to date information on the ISGF and can 
be downloaded from their website.  

 For more information see Chapter 16 - Publications

The ISGF Development Fund was established to provide an opportunity for 
Member Organisations and individuals to donate money for the beneþ t of the World 
Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts and the World Organisation of the Scout 
Movement. The intention of ISGF is to donate money to these Associations annually. 
Further information can be found on the ISGF website: www.isgf.org or through 
your International Adviser.
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Fellowship Day

Fellowship Day was established to mark the anniversary of the founding of ISGF, on 
October 25th 1953. On or near October 25th, Guilds arrange meetings, functions or 
services with an international theme and the opportunity to raise money. It is also 
the opportunity to express hopes for world peace and mutual understanding. 

 For more information see Chapter 9

Twinning

Trefoil Guilds in the United Kingdom have the opportunity to ôtwinõ with their 
counterparts in other ISGF member countries. This can be achieved either by 
personal contact or by following up twinning arrangements already existing at local 
town or village level. The Country/Region International Adviser will be glad to help 
members who write to her, stating their preferred country, if any. The Trefoil Guild 
International Adviser can obtain certiþ cates from ISGF when links have been made, 
via their Country/Region International Adviser. There is a coordinator for twinning 
in the UK ð correspondence can be addressed to her at the Trefoil Guild Ofþ ce.
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