How Trefoil Guilds Change the World


ANGLIA

On behalf of HARLOW Trefoil Guild I thought you might like to see a photo of Cystal (Essex West County Bear for 2010) sitting on top of some of the hats which we knitted for Save the Children.  We are a very small Guild of 15 people who have been knitting like mad and eventually completed and sent off 400 hats along with a cheque for £50 which we raised by  running a coffee morning. 
Avril Brampton, Secretary 

LONDON & SOUTH EAST 

On the 16th April BANSTEAD Trefoil Guild held a Caribbean lunch to raise money to help build an Internet Cafe for girls on the island of Anguilla.    About 50 Trefoil members from local Guilds enjoyed beef curry, chicken jerk, chicken thyme and lime casserole or salmon with a mango and ginger sauce.   These were followed by tropical fruit salad, mango and lime mousse or mocha cocomsia.    Before and after the meal we were entertained by a steel band and were delighted that we had managed to raise £200 whilst all having a very enjoyable time.
BANSTEAD Trefoil Guild decided they would like to help change the world and on behalf of the Woodland Trust collected, from schools, residential and nursing homes, friends and families, over 150,000 Christmas cards for recycling. As a result, in partnership with the National Trust they will be planting at least 20 trees on the North Downs near the County camp site, Jordan Heights. 
At their meeting in March the members of WALLINGTON Trefoil Guild in Greater London West were each handed a carrier bag from the local Save the Children shop with a request to help their spring cleaning along by filling the bags with unwanted books, videos, CDs, clothes and ornaments. At the April meeting the area Chairman of Save the Children spoke to the members about the work of the charity. He was given a cheque and two cars were loaded up with the filled carrier bags to be delivered to the shop for sale over the coming months.

MID KENT Trefoil Guild collected Christmas cards on behalf of the Woodland Trust from the villages of Staplehurst and Marden.  There were collection points in the libraries, churches, health centre and guide centre.  We were able to take 49 boxes full to TK Maxx at Maidstone, estimating this to be in excess of 30,000 cards.  

Anne Cannam.

NORTH EAST

I am part of the organising team for CHESTER-LE-STREET Divisions Thinking Day celebration this year.  We are running activities from the Island Cafe project for all age groups in our Division on Sunday 22nd Feb at South Pelaw Infant School in Chester-le-Street.  

We generally get about 150 girls attending our Thinking Day events. All sections will be represented. This year the cafe element will be the remit of our local Trefoil Guild who will be busy cooking up delicious goodies to sell in the cafe.  

Senior section girls and Leaders will be supervising games and activities on the theme of the Branch Associations. We have used many of the suggestions in the activity pack and a few other activities which fit in well with the theme.  

Rainbows, Brownies and Guides will have the opportunity to meet each other, learn about Guiding in other parts of the world, contribute to the World Thinking Day fund and generally HAVE FUN!.  

Jackie O'Sullivan, District Commissioner.

CHESTER- LE- STREET GUILD, Durham South, joined with their Division Guides to support Island Café Anguilla. The Guild only has 14 members and after looking at the activity pack they baked and supplied food and drink for the café. About 100 girls took part in activities provided by the Leaders and each spent 50p at the “canteen”. They raised £60.00 which was sent to the Island Café Leadership Development Team at Girlguiding UK.

TODMORDEN GUILD, West Yorkshire West County, decided to support the Help the Hospice challenge in Changing the World. A Coffee Morning was held locally with a Home Produce stall and Tombola, at the Central Methodist Church in early July.  All16 members helped at the event either by helping on the morning, providing home produce for the stall and contributed items for the Tombola. They had tickets to sell to friends and others whom they knew would support the venture. It was a very busy morning with a constant stream of visitors who not only enjoyed their tea or coffee but bought from our Home Produce stall and bought raffle tickets for the Tombola. In total they raised over £300 which will be shared between two local Hospices, Overgate (a hospice for the older terminally ill) and the Forget-me-Not-Trust (this is a project towards raising money for a hospice for terminally ill or very ill children within the locality).  They were very pleased with the total raised and hope that in the near future they can invite representatives from each of the Hospices and make a presentation of the proceeds of the Coffee Morning.
 

Helen Lunt, Chairman, Todmorden Trefoil Guild
NORTH WEST
We are BURNAGE Trefoil Guild and prior to Christmas we decided we would participate in the Changing the World Project. We spent a meeting looking at the suggested projects. One of our members is hearing impaired and brings her hearing dog to the meeting and as we have members who had recently completed level 1 British Sign Language we decided that this would be an ideal project to pick. At our meeting we raised awareness of deafness and hearing impairment and followed this with an introduction to sign language. The group shared signs that they commonly use in normal life (e.g. waving for hello) and signed single words for the group to guess what they were. We then divided into smaller groups and were given the pictorial representation of the signs for the Promise to practice. We finished the session with campfire songs signing some of them. Many of our members have not been in the guide movement and had never made the Promise. This prepared us for our Thinking Day session when we all made or renewed our Promise. At our Christmas celebration we signed the majority of the service and took a collection to give to the Hearing Dogs - £45 was raised. The impact has been an awareness of difficulties people with a hearing impairment face and an awareness of how many people actually come into this group as they get older. 

On May 23rd WIRRAL COUNTY Trefoil are holding a "Sing for Water Aid" afternoon at our campsite Hadlow Fields.  Trefoil and Guide support volunteers i.e. Treasurers, secretaries, PR and IT; those who are not directly involved with a unit will be invited to join us.  We will be having afternoon tea and singing our 6 songs for Water Aid with an option of sponsor forms or a donation.  Pat Turner, Wirral County Chairman of Trefoil Guilds.  

GOOSTREY village in Cheshire has a Rainbow, a Brownie, a Guide and a Senior Section unit and a local Trefoil Guild group and together they had a 'Sing for Change' sponsored event for Water Aid. Before Christmas we met in the Methodist Chapel, which was full and sang a programme of carols and the six water aid songs. At the end of the evening we served hot soup and bread and the girls also had tins of sweets to share. We have now collected in all the sponsor money and the grand total is £1078.00 to help the people of Nepal. 

Reading Tent and money raising for UBUNTU project.  Goostrey Rose Day – a village affair in rural Cheshire.  As part of Change the World JODRELL Trefoil Guild decided to take part in the Ubuntu: I am because you are Project in conjunction with Book Aid.  On Saturday June 27th 2009 all 17 members of the Guild together with the local Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Senior Section took part in Goostrey Rose Day – a village affair in rural Cheshire.  The Trefoil Guild sold raffle tickets for a large wicker-work hamper which was full of food items donated by the Rainbows and Brownies. The Guild helped the Senior Section and the Guides to put up and decorate a tepee-type tent which was then used as a story reading venue.  £200.00 was raised in the afternoon, which has been sent to Book Aid International.

SOUTH WEST ENGLAND 

YEOVIL Somerset held a Big Breakfast in February. We served 166 breakfasts at £5 a time and made £1,040 profit, which included proceeds from cake, books and plant stalls and a raffle. The breakfasts were served in our Yeovil Guide hut and the event was attended by Yeovil's Mayor and Mayoress, the Chairman of South Somerset Council and the Yeovil Town Crier. The profits will be divided equally between St. Margaret's (Yeovil) Hospice, "Send a Cow" (Girlguiding Somerset's charity for centenary year) and W.A.G.G.G.S. - each charity receiving £347. 
Brenda Bickerton, Yeovil Trefoil Guild. 
In early July TORQUAY Guild held a very successful Barn Dance and finger buffet tea in aid of Island Cafe, Anguilla.  About 60 people attended and had a great time with many compliments after the event.  All the hard work was well worth it as they raised £400.  
Venna Milsom, Torquay Trefoil Guild

ULSTER

Trefoil Guild members joined LIMAVADY District Guides, Brownies, Rainbows and Leaders to 'Change the World' raising money for BOOK AID. It was an evening of information, Craft and Fun. The crafts were all Africa orientated - making jewellery from paper, printing T shirts with African designs, Charms for mobile phones and bookmarks decorated with crocheted rosettes from Malawi.  The fun bit was dipping fruit into a Chocolate Fountain and eating the results!! 
Merle Whyte.
WALES
PRESTATYN Trefoil Guild took part in Change the World completing The Power of Dreams, Railway Children. At a meeting they made Dream catchers and performed a play about the Runaway Children and their dreams and aspiration's for the future. They also sent letters about the children their Member of Parliament with some already having received replies back with positive comments. Unfortunately, the saddest part about the meeting was when one member dressed up as one of the children, covering her head with a duffle coat hood..............Most of the members walked quickly by! They had a table sale which was well attended and are going to have a sponsored walk followed by a meal.

Myfanwy Clarke, Prestatyn Trefoil Guild
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