A DREAM COME TRUE

Everyone who contributed so generously to the Sponsor a Dream Appeal will be delighted to know that for a young woman from Uganda a life-long dream has come true. Nancy had always dreamed of visiting Our Chalet and, thanks to the appeal, she has found herself working there as a Summer Volunteer.

Nancy Lamunu, a 25 year old Guider from Uganda, is one of a family of four whose father was killed in the civil war when she was very young. Encouraged by her mother, she worked hard at school and won a scholarship to study at Makerere University where she graduated, in 2008, with a degree in Community Psychology. Nancy enjoys working with the Young Leader age group and promotes under privileged youth. She is an HIV Aids activist and has been a peer educator for HIV/Aids projects. A talented craftswoman, she sells her work to finance such projects. 

When Monifieth Trefoil Guild sent its donation to the appeal, little did I imagine that I would be privileged enough to actually meet the recipient. And what a welcome Nancy gave me! 

During the limited time I spent with her at Our Chalet, it was immediately apparent that she was extremely grateful to those who had enabled her to be there and was determined to make the most of every minute of her stay. But it was also apparent that the staff was delighted to have her and appreciated the part she was playing in the life of Our Chalet. Christoph, the Maintenance Assistant, spoke very warmly of her, “She is a lovely girl," he said “and she contributes so much to our International Evenings when she wears her Ugandan dress and sings in her beautiful voice”.  And she does have a lovely voice I have heard it, too.

Nancy was so excited. Although she was working very hard, she was enjoying everything, particularly the contact with staff and volunteers from cultures so different from her own and the beauty and the challenge of her surroundings. You could hear the pride in her voice, when she pointed and said, “I have been up that mountain twice already!" When Nancy returns to Uganda, after her three months' stay, she will have lots of tales to tell, but those who have met her will also have lots to tell about this remarkable young woman - and that includes me!

Irene Fyfe, Chairman, Monifieth Trefoil Guild, Dundee.

