INTERNATIONAL NEWS - NOVEMBER 2009.

SANGAM was a dream for many people from all over the UK and now it has become a reality!   I think I can safely say that our World Centre in India lived up to everyone’s expectations as the ‘Spirit of Sangam’ was experienced by all 53 participants.

One of the many highlights was a visit a Mobile Crèche being held in a room in a partly built block of flats in a Pune suburb.   Sangam Community Action volunteers were working in the crèche with about 30 children whose parents were working on the actual buildings.

From a basic concrete floor and four brick walls it had been transformed with pictures, toys and models into a very happy activity centre for children from aged a few months to about 10/11 years old.

Some of the tiny ones were overwhelmed by a group of large white ladies whilst others just loved showing us their precious drawings and pictures or having their photos taken and then seeing themselves on the camera.

The work being done by the volunteers is quite remarkable as they work 4 days a week from 9 – 4.30, have Hindi lessons on the 5th day and then the weekend is theirs to prepare for the next week, do their laundry etc and have a little free time!

You can read more about the Mobile Crèche project in Muriel Rayners story in the International section on the Trefoil website.

The Sow a Seed Project which finally raised £5428.85p will help young women who could not normally afford to work on the programme.  Scholarships of £500 will be given, when needed, to help the young women pay for their residential fees at Sangam.
EUROPE CONFERENCE in Cyprus in November 2010.

Members and their families can now book through Finishing Touches or Venture Abroad for the actual conference, flights and tours.    
Booking can also be made privately with the Cypriot Conference organisers who are also offering a tour after the conference.   (Further details for this option from Margaret Wellock.)
FELLOWSHIP DAY FUNDS – I hope that you all had lovely Fellowship Day Celebrations and that your Guild was able to donate to the Trefoil commitment to pay for delegates from Chad and Liberia to attend the Young Women’s Forum in Oxford next October. The names of the delegates are Assoueng Langarsou from Chad and Evita Pedersen from Liberia.

Fellowship Day Funds should be sent to the Trefoil Guild Office, with cheques made payable to ‘The Trefoil Guild’ and with Fellowship Day Fund clearly marked on the back of the cheque. 
(PLEASE SEND ALL FUND RAISING CHEQUES IN THIS WAY).
BURUNDI – this project has now been extended until June 2010 which will coincide with the UNHCR (United Nations High Agency for Refugees) Day of the Refugee.

PAX LODGE – I hope that many members have applied for the special events at Pax Lodge next September (Full details have been in the magazine).   
The sessions will be the final of the Four World Centre visits and, like the other centres there is a fund raising project linked to the event called CHANGING LIVES.   This is to raise money for young women from around the world to attend a seminar which Pax Lodge are hosting in March 2010 called ‘Changing Lives.’  
Do let us give the final project the support that it needs just as we have done for the previous three projects, especially as this one is actually in the UK!!   
Please do not confuse this with the recent fundraising for the Fellowship Day project which is the special forum being held in October 2010 in Oxford and hosted by Girl Guiding UK on behalf of WAGGGS.)

The Travellers Guild is now to be known as the ‘TREFOIL GUILD IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES’
Margaret Wellock, International Adviser. 
