Young Women’s World Forums
Funding Proposal

As part of the celebration of 100 years of Girl Guiding and Girl Scouting, the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts will hold a series of three Young Women’s World Forums (YWWF) between 2010 and 2012. This is the first time ever that WAGGGS has organized a global young women’s forum. Young women from each of WAGGGS’ 145 Member Organizations will have the opportunity to attend one of these unique events, or participate virtually through the WAGGGS’ website.  

The aim of the Young Women’s World Forums is to enable young women from around the world to engage in dialogue about issues which affect them and to create a shared vision to effect change.  The theme of the events will be based on the United Nations Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and WAGGGS’ members have been invited to help set the agenda by selecting the MDGs which impact most on their lives and on their communities.  The UN Millennium Development Goals are eight specific goals to be met by 2015 that aim to combat extreme poverty across the world. These goals were agreed by the United Nations Member States at the UN Millennium Summit in New York in 2000. This was the largest gathering of political leaders from around the world in history. 

The first Young Women’s World Forum (YWWF) will take place in October 2010.  The event will be hosted by Girlguiding UK in cooperation with the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (WAGGGS) and will take place in Oxfordshire, UK.  The event is open to two young women from each of WAGGGS’ 145 Member Organizations who are aged between 18 and 25.
The outcome of the 2010 Young Women’s World Forum will be a statement of beliefs outlining the participants’ vision for change and providing recommendations to strengthen WAGGGS’ position in the international arena. Delegates will also have the opportunity to participate in personal development workshops which will provide training to facilitate change locally and globally. Delegates will also be invited to generate ideas to inform the WAGGGS’ vision for the future.

At each event delegates will be expected to make a personal commitment to bring about change which will be reviewed and assessed at each subsequent event.
External partners will be invited to facilitate workshops and breakout groups and to provide expertise and advice on the MDGs. Each event will have a high profile keynote speaker.  
In 2011, each of the WAGGGS’ four World Centres (based in Mexico, Switzerland, India and the UK) will simultaneously host a YWWF. In 2012, Girl Scouts of the USA will host the third and final YWWF as part of its centenary celebrations. 

Young women who are sponsored for the event will produce a report for their sponsor.  The events will also be documented on film and on the WAGGGS’ website where there will be regular updates throughout the event.

“Being on the team organising the Young Women’s World Forum is an amazing experience which I feel privileged to be part of it. It’s such an ambitious project and I’m very excited about what it has the power to achieve – I think it’s so important for young women to come together and make sure our voices are heard. I’ve already learnt so much from my involvement in the forum and I can’t wait to meet everyone from around the world and build on that even more!” Lianne Howard-Dace, 22, Girlguiding UK, YWWF planning team member.
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