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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS – STORY-GATHERING PROJECT
Q 
Help - I don’t know anything about oral history!
A
Oral history is the recording of memories to capture everyone's unique life experiences. It is a historical source used for interpreting the recent past and revealing histories that are often hidden (for example women's history or the histories of ethnic minorities). It preserves and values everyone's past for the future, brings communities together and fosters intergenerational relationships.

Based on this definition, any member or past member of Girlguiding UK can contribute to oral history, from the youngest Rainbow to the oldest former member. We hope to capture some of the very earliest Guides’ memories!

We have called this element of the project ‘story gathering’ as our interviewers are gathering in stories from the people they interview. We will provide ideas and support for those participating in this project, to help them engage with the subject of heritage in general and specifically to give tips on carrying out oral history.

Q 
What is Oral History?

A  
Oral History is the recording of people’s memories and experiences on audio or videotape. It records facts, memories and opinions.

Q  
What is Story Gathering?

A   
Story Gathering is an informal term to describe one person asking another for their memories of a particular event or experience in guiding e.g. a Rainbow asking her grandmother about her time in guiding. The project aims to encourage past and present members to gather stories and to publish them via the story bank website which can also be used to find stories submitted by others.
Q  
Who are Oral Historians?

A    
Oral Historians are people who have applied to take a formal training provided by the Oral History Society in interviewing skills and recording techniques. They will also receive training in guiding heritage.
Q   
What will Oral Historians do?
A   
They will interview members past and present nominated by each County who have a special story to tell. These interviews will be made available on the website but will also be kept as part of Girlguiding UK’s heritage. The project is looking for stories from all ages so it could include a Rainbow’s story as well as stories from older members.
Q   
I have a good person to be interviewed. How do I go about it?

A    
Contact your County Commissioner or County Archivist and if she feels it is appropriate, she will make arrangements. Each County Commissioner has been asked to identify people in their area for story gatherers to interview. If you are unsure who to contact from the above or do not know how to contact them please email storygathering@girlguiding.org.uk and we will put you in touch with your nearest story gatherer.

If there is no story gatherer in your area you could carry out a short interview yourself and record it for submission on the story bank website.
Q   
Do we have to record stories on audio media for example with a microphone onto a digital recorder or a Dictaphone?
A   
No. Some people have done this and enjoyed the experience but it is not necessary. Those which have been recorded can be used in local exhibitions and when past members visit units to recount their experiences. The website will be set up to accept a written records as well as audio and video.
Q 
When can I start collecting stories?

A    
As soon as you can! The story bank website is up and running and resources to help you can be found in September and October’s guiding magazines as well as on the website.
Q    
How long do I have to submit stories?

A      
You have until 20:10 20/10 2010, at which time we will be closing the website to submissions.
Q
I don’t have access to a computer to add my story to the project, what can I do?

A
There are several things you can do to participate in the project. If you feel your story would be best told by being interviewed by a story gatherer, let your County Commissioner know and she can help arrange this for you. Alternatively, contact the Archives at CHQ and we can put you in touch with someone who can help. 


If you know of units locally, why not approach them to see if they are doing the story-gathering Activates that were produced in September and October’s guiding magazine. They would love to have the opportunity to interview you and ask questions with the aim of them adding your story to the story bank website for you. 


If you would prefer not to be interviewed at all then please feel free to write to us at CHQ with your story and we would be happy to transfer this into the story bank for you.  Alternatively, you may find that your local library or community centre will be able to assist with giving you access to a computer and our story bank. 
Q    
Do I get a badge for taking part?

A     
Yes. Badges will be available from Trading for participation in this project. 
Q     
What do I do with the stories?

A     
You can upload your stories onto the story bank website where, after a suitable moderation process, they will be published so that any visitor to the website can read the stories. The moderation process will be carried out by volunteers to ensure that the stories are not offensive and do not mention specific personal details of members (for example, full names).
Q     
Do we need permission to collect the stories?

A  
Yes. Interviewees should be told clearly that their story is likely to be published onto the internet and may be used in other settings such as local exhibitions, kept in a County Archive and so on. It is recommended that the interviewee should assign copyright of the story to Girlguiding UK by signing a simple form. Information on this is available by speaking to our Archivist or by emailing storygathering@girlguiding.org.uk.
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