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STORY GATHERING UPDATE
The purpose of the Story-Gathering Project is to tell a wonderful story! We want to celebrate the impact guiding has had on girls’ and women’s lives and on society in general. Our archives contain a number of significant oral histories. We wish to undertake conservation work on this material and increase its accessibility. Also, we want to gather, and publish online, many more reminiscences from individuals who have been or are currently involved in guiding.

This whole collection will enable us to demonstrate how our organisation has developed and what a significant impact guiding has had on the lives of girls and young women and on society in general throughout the past 100 years.
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Stunning stories of the past are coming to light in the tapes stored in County Archives. Many more are waiting to be captured in the online story bank. The story bank website accepts text stories accompanied by photos, audio and video clips. 
Technology means we can allow people to listen to the archive material gathered in the past in a modern format. Our story bank website will enable us to upload stories and read the memories of others. The equipment which will be used by our trained Story Gatherers is of the very latest design and will ensure that those stories we record are archived for posterity.

People have applied to become Oral Historians (also known as Story Gatherers) and have a day training conducted by the Oral History Society. These Story Gatherers will interview the key people nominated by Counties. The Trefoil Guild and the Archivists have been capturing the memories of our older members many of whom are in their 90s and some over 100.

Resources:  To help the girls and their Leaders, a two-part series of resources has been published in guiding magazine from September – October 2009. They cover the four aspects of story-gathering: Who will we speak to and what will we ask? What is the social context of the period? What skills are required and how do we share the information we receive? The posters accompanying the resources can also be found online at the Story-Gathering website along with links to other supporting materials.
Young people will work alongside the older members sharing IT skills and memories of times past and the present programme. It is truly an intergenerational project. 
Many different groups have been involved in preparation for the project and now we need to let everyone see where their jigsaw piece fits into the overall picture.

ARCHIVISTS
The Archivists have been involved from the very beginning as they completed an audit of audio recordings held in their County/Region Archive. The stories contained within these recordings will become a valuable part of the project, and when the call goes out from Karen Stapley, the CHQ Archivist, to send them to her we can be assured that these will become part of an excellent resource for the future. As part of their ongoing training, the Archivists have been receiving information and updates on the project. 
An important role will also be as an Oral History contact point in their County. Each County has nominated key figures to be interviewed by the trained Story Gatherers. The Archivist with their local knowledge will be able to link the key people with the Oral Historian possibly even by arranging transport with the help of Trefoil Guild and other guiding personnel. County Commissioners and Archivists will be informed of who their local Story Gatherer is once they have undergone training.
STORY GATHERERS
A Story Gatherer, or Oral Historian, is someone who has applied to have a day training conducted by the Oral History Society. Story Gatherers will be linked to the Oral History contact point in each County where the arrangements will be made to interview the key members. The very latest recording equipment has been purchased and we are making arrangements for it to be loaned out for use. The interviews will be archived and held at CHQ with a copy being sent to each County archive. 

THE GIRLS AND THE GUIDERS

The Story-Gathering Project team have produced a number of activities to help units take part. Please refer to the section on resources under R. There are many Trefoil Guild members ready and waiting to share their memories with the girls and we hope these resources will give them the confidence and knowledge to be prepared.

TREFOIL GUILD

Closely allied to the Archivists is the Trefoil Guild who helped to interview the very elderly members and have also started to compile their own guiding memories on tape and in text format. Christine Evans from Gwent has issued a challenge to each Guild to make a booklet which will be a lasting legacy of members’ memories. Many members have been waiting to uploading their information directly onto the website which they are now encouraged to do. Brownies doing their computer badge will be pleased to help those members who require help with this aspect. The intergenerational feature is one of the key messages we want to promote.

At present we have collected hundreds of questionnaires from Guilds all across the country. Those that provided stories or greater detail we have been able to put straight on to the Story Bank and will use the others as contact points for collecting stories from now on. We also know that many Trefoil Guild members have been kind enough to interview the very elderly over the last two years and we would be grateful to hear if there are recordings (audio or textual) that we could include in the CHQ Archive and on the story bank.

There are many people involved in the Story-Gathering Project and each part of the jigsaw is equally important. Help us to complete the picture as a lasting legacy of guiding over the past 100 years!
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E: storygathering@girlguiding.org.uk 
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